
     

Fiction Non-Fiction May Contain Real         

Characters and Real       

Situations 

May Contain Made up   

Characters and Made up 

Situations 

May Contain Made up  

Characters in Real        

Situations 

Genre Definition Popular Titles Similarities 
    

    

    

    

    

    

    Biographies are stories written 

about a real person’s life by       

another  person. 

These texts are written to provide  

information about a variety of  

topics (animals, science sports, 

space, and many more). 

LeBron James-Ken Rapport 

Abraham Lincoln-Justine Fontes 

Taylor Swift-Lexi Ryals 

The Diary of a Young Girl-Anne Frank 

Theodore Roosevelt-Sindy Mckay 
 

The Umbrella-Jan Brett 

Chameleon, Chameleon-Joy Cowley 

Prehistoric Actual Size-Steven Jenkins 

Zoo in the Sky-Jacqueline Mitton 

Are stories that were passed down 

from one group to another. These 

stories were told orally and written 

down at a later date. Fairy tales, 

and folk tales, and legends are 

classified as traditional literature. 

These stories usually take place in 

the past. These books can contain 

actual settings and historical   

characters however main         

characters and the story line are 

made up. 

Uses magic and other supernatural 

phenomena as a primary element 

of plot, theme, or setting. Many 

works within the genre take place 

in fictional worlds where magic is  

common. 

Little Red Riding Hood -Brothers 

Grimm 

The Ugly Duckling -Hans Christian    

Andersen 

The Velveteen Rabbit -Margery W.    

Bianco 

The Whipping Boy -Sid Fleischman 

Between Shades of Gary -Ruta Sepetys 

Little House on the Prairie -Laura Ingalls 

The Magic Tree House Series -Mary Pope 

Osbourne 

Sarah, Plain and Tall -Patricia MacLachlan 

Bridge to Terabithia-Katherine Paterson 

Shiloh-Phyllis Naylor 

My Side of the Mountain-Jean George 

Walk Two Moons-Susan Creech 

The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy-

Douglas Adams 

A Wrinkle in Time-Madaline L’Engle 

Lord of the Rings-J.R. Tolkien 

Harry Potter (series)-J.R. Rowlings 

Fablehaven-Brandon Mull 

Percy Jackson (series)-Rick Riordan 

Uses scientific concepts as a     

primary element of plot, theme, or 

setting. Many of these books are 

set in the future with new           

innovations in science and       

technology. 

The events people and places 

might be real, but the story is    

fiction. Realistic Fiction can      

appear to the reader to be      

something that is actually         

happening.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magic_(paranormal)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supernatural
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plot_(narrative)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theme_(literature)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Setting_(fiction)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worlds

